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THE OFERATIONS OF COMPANY X, 162ND INFANTRY
(41T INFANTRY DIVISION) IN THE SALAMATA
OFERATION 20 JILY - 12 SEPTEMEER 1943

o (REW GUINBA CAMPAIGN)
(Fersonal Experience of a Company Commander)

INTRODUCTION

The subject of this monogrsph is the operations of chnpany K, in
conjunction with other units of ths 162nd Infantry Regiment, in the
Selamaua, New Guinee, cempaign. & brief review of the early progression
of the Jepanese eggression in the Pacific will enable the reader to
snalyze the factors contributing to this opermtion.

On 7 December 1941 the Japanese attacked Peerl Harbor, disebling the
United States Pacific Flest for months to come end demling the alliea =
blow for which they were entirely unprepered. (1) Immediately following
the attack on Peerl Herbor and for the next 10C days the Japanese moved
soutimard in a'mighty surge of military strength; sweeping through .Chins,
Thailend, into Malaye end Burme; cepturing the grest esstern ports of
Singapore snd Hongkong wlith only s minimum expenditure of men and meteriel.
Another arm of their atteck moving to the southesst subjugated the Fhilip-
pines, Sumstre, Jave, Borneo end the Celebes. Eaeﬁ mew possession, irrespec-
tive of size, provided them with another air strip from which the attacks
could progress forward. At this point the ettecks swung "down under", or
below the Equetor, to cepture the islands of New Britain, New Ireland and
smeller islands of the Dutch East Indies. (See Map &4} From their nswly
acquired posssssions tte Iai:anese Military Power was in a position and poised
to strike New Guinea and thence to Austraelias. (2)

The following primery faciors mede 1t imperative to Japan that she

control the island of New Guines:

(1) a-8, p. 8; (2) A-4, p. 5; 4=2, p. 6.
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1. It offered s base from which to protect her fienks in New Britain,
New Ireland, snd the Solomon Islands.

2e It wes 8 bese from which they could launch attacks on the long,
elender, end vitel supply lines from the TUnited States to Australié, denying
the Austrslisne desperstely needed supplies.

2, It provided them with a land mess on which they could bulld up =
_bmse of esupply =nd from which they could launch ground, air, snd naval
attacks on the poorly-defended continent of Australis, their ultimate gosl

end which, if conquered, would give them sbsolute dcminetion of the Pacific. (3)

THE GENERAL SITUATION

-

On 8 Msrch 1942 the Japanese landed seversl thousand troops ashore
et Lee, 'eapitol of British New Culnea and at Sslemaua, 15 miles seross
Huon Bey. This operation safforded them 2 foothold on the mainland of New
Guinea snd penetrated Austrelis's outer line of defense which placed them
within striking distance of Austrelia. (4) (See Map B}

The almost a.bsolu'b'e supremscy of the Japanese in the Pacific Islands
rresented sn ominous picture to the Allfes esrly in the yeer 1942, It
wes et this time that Gemersl MescArthur, ordered by his Commander in Chief
to leave his bastion et Corregidor end proca_ed to Australie, was put in
Supreme Commend of the Allisd Forces Soutdwest Pacific. (5) Here he was
mot with @ dismal plight of unpreperedness and chaos. However, the follow-
ing statement, which he was to repeat time end time aegein, showed his indom-
itable will end becems his slogan: ™I will go ocut end meet the enemy on
battlefielde of my own, snd not the enemy's, choosing. We will make the
fight for Australia in New Guines,” (6) |

The repossession of New Guinea was to be the first major operation of
the Allies for the following strategical reasons:

{3) A-4, p. 4; -2, p. 8; (4) A-2, p. 21,145-147; (5) A-1l, p. 63-65;
(8) a-1, p. 52-83,




l. It offered e bess from which they could protect their supply
lines from the United States.

2. It could be utilized ag a jumping-off plece for future att.aeka
northward.

_ Z+- It provided an eres sufficient in size to permit construction of
air fields for long-range, lapnd-based plenee, with which ettacks could be
made to the north against the enemy, se it was Gemerel MacArthur's policy
never to commit the ground forces without support of the. air force. {(7)

Between the 8 March 1942 and 27 July 1942 the Allies instigated no
major ground offensives. During this lepse of time there wams a noticeeble
peuse in the Jspanese eggression to the gouth, as = result of over-extended
supply lines, the Corsal Ses Bettle and incressing Allied air activity egsinst
the Jepenese shipping in the southern waters, This 1ull In the Japsnesge
advance geve the Alliee time to gird themselves for their counteroffensive
to the north. (8)

On 23 July 1942 sn Austrelien Battaslion met end engaged the Japenese
land srmy at Buna, New Guines, and were forced to withdrew intc the (wen-
Stenley Mounteins. Only s merch of one dey lay between the Japsnese end
Port Moresby, the gateway to .alustral‘i'a, when Allied reinfcrcements dispatched
from Australie pushed the Japenese back over the (wen-Stenley Mountsins end
into the swemps of Buna, Gons, and Senananda. {9) (See Map B) Here the
Jepanese fought fenaticelly snd to the death egeinst General Herring's
Australian forces snd Lieutensnt Cenersl Eichelberger's Americen Forces,
the femed 2Z2nd Division end the 163rd Infantry of the 4lst Division. (10)
The Japenese, in most cases, were smmnihilated st every perimeter, "Hardly
five hundred survived out of a2 force of 16,000 who had fought in Papua
sines July 22, 1942." (11)

(7) a-1, p. 122; {(8) &-2, p. 6%-64; (9) -1, p. 97; (10) 2-2, p. 210-212;
(11) a-2, p. 213,




THE 41ST DIVISION SITUATION

The 4ist Infantry Division, a Nationsl Guard Division from the
Peeific Northwest, wes ordered to Federal active duty 16 September 1940.
An extended training period at Fort Lewils, Washington, ended abruptly for
toe division 7 December 194l. On this dey the division was alerted and
ordered to construct and cccupy coastsl defensive rpositions from Celifornis
to - the Cansdian border. |

WMarch of 1942 witnessed the embarkation of the division for overseasl
to destination "X". This destinetion designation proved, after meny deys
et sea, to be Austrelis, (12)

The three infentry regiments, the 162nd Infentry, 163rd Infentry, and
the 186th Infentry with other division troops, estatlished a camp in scuth-
ern Austrelis end immedietely begen intensive, but beleted, treining in
emphibious operations and jungle warfare. (13)

In December 1942, heving comple ted their emphibious snd jungle training,
the 163rd Regimental Combat Team, har_earter referred to as RCT, moved inte
Few Guinea snd relieved the 7th Austrelien Division in the Buna-Sanenende
ares, (See Mep B) After 27 deys of physicel herdshipe and fierce fighting
in jungie swempe where the width of a unit's front was determined by the
breedth of & vine-sntangled trail, the Japenese were practicslly obliter-
sted and fighting in this sres was reduced to smell unit petrols and mop-
ping-up maneuvers. Soon thereafter, units of the Austreslian Brigedes,
and the Americen 32nd Division and 163rd RCT were relieved in the PBuna-
Gons-Senensnds eres by the 186th end 16204 RCTs (Americen) who were given
the mission of extensive patrclling emd the mopping-up of ell enemy reeis-
tence north to the Kumusi River, No future mission wes known to them et
this time. (14) (See Map B)

{(12) Perscnel kmowledge; (13) A-l, p. 90; A-2, p. 34; (14) A-5, p. 43-44,



THE TERRAIN

New Guines is the 2nd lergest islend in the world, The ielang is
rich in resources, the most luerstive of which are gold, rubber and copra.
Beed Hunters and Cannibals inhabit the mountein jungles end elso men-ent-
ing crocodiles and the mslaria mosquitos are fo be found in profusien,
lurking in the bumid swemps. (15}

The difficulties of supply, evecuation, cammunicetions end general
fighting were enhenced by the cheracter of the lend to be found in New
Gainee. The terrsin in the Bune-Gone-~Sensnsnde area, in which the 163rd
fought, was 2 steaming, heesvily-folleged, almost impesseble swemp. The
rain, which only ¥ew Guinea could offer, came in sweeplng dm—fours
which kept the men irritetingly soeked slmost constantly. (1i6) |

Almost as meny cesuslties resulted from the melarie mosquito end the
typhue chigger, with which the swemps were infested, es resulted from
eneny 2ction.

The ares to the north, on the other hend, wae in no way compereble to
this swemp lend of Bune snd Gonea. By the use of inadequete serlsl photo-
graphs end through nstive interrcgetion, the cosst 1.’L_na end land masz to
the north of Ssnansnda was determined to be extremely mountainous. This
r-aet wae leter verified, The (Owen-Stsnley range or the "backbons of Neﬁ
Guines" becams wider end in meny aress extended cleer ouf to the coast
line, (See Msp B) This nouﬁtainoue territory, wherein wag found a series
of deep revines end wide gorges, seemingly appeared to be impessable. In
addition to the henmdicep resulting from the contour of the lend, the moun-
tains were covered with a dense forest, properly celled *pain foregts™ anmd
a mrss of under-growths of vines end grasses. (17) _ |

Travel, mesneuver, communication end supply were confined to one of two
. meens: (1) by use of netive tracks (2) or by rivers end the ses.

’ '(ib) A-4, p. 4; (16) Personel Xnowledge; (17) Personsl knowledge.




There were two principal types of native trecks; one track was the mountain
treck used for years by netives trevelling inlend and was narrow and followed
the top of the ridges fhore Jungle growth was less densa. The other type
track was found parnlleiing rivers or the ocean and skirting small swampy
areas adjacent to the sea,

Supplying forces in this region could be insfficaciously accomplished
only by use of the netives meting as carriers, who were limited to a maxi-
mum loed welght of 40 pounds per man per day. No motor roads existed on

the north side of the islend.

THE 162ND RCT SITUATION

In March of 1943 the 162nd RCT received orders to move from thelr
position at Senanands and Gona, to & steging arca at the smell native
villege of Morobe, on the coast 100 miles to the north., Travel by water
presented the only availebls method of tramsportetion end two ancient
inter-islend trawlera, with rafts, thieh. hed miraculously escaped destruc~
tion by the Japenese, were employed for this move. (18) (See Map B)

Uponr arrivel at Morobde the 162nd RCT was placed under the operationsl
control of the Australlisn Frd end Sth Divisions, under the commend of GOC
(Gensral Officer Commanding), New Guinea Forces. Misunderstandings betwsen
the Americans end Australians frequently resulted from the differences in
tactical methods and customs as well as from seversl changes in commanrd,
The naturel problems of terrain end climate were heightened by frequent
questioning of command suthority. {19)

At Morobe the 162nd RCT was divided into two Combet Forces., The first
force was made up of the lst Battalion plus attached artillery end medical
personnsl, eoMad by the regimentel commendsr, Colone) MecKechmnie., The
MecEechnie Foroe was assigned the mission of moving by boet to make an

(18) A-5, p. 51; (19) A-5, p. 51.




emphibious lending at MEL Bey end then to advance to Mubo whieh ia
inland from Nassau Bay approximately 8 milezs. (See Map C) The second
Force, commanded by the 4ist Division Artillery Commender, Brigadier
General Cosne, was mede up of the 2nd end 3rd Battalions, =nd elements

of the— 205th snd 218th Field Artiliery Battalions. (20) The genmerel
opsrationg of the Coane Force would be to follow the MacKechnie Force

into Nesseu Bay to devslop the beachhead gnd to patrol north to Selus
Lake, located approximstely € miles up th§ beach.,

The general plen for the two foreess wes to essist the Australisn
3rd Division who wae stopped by the ememy at Mubo. (21) (See Mep C)

It later developed thet these Allied end Austrelien forees were so
successful at Mubo, thet the GOC, New Guines Forcem, thought it probable
thet the Japsnese could be pushed back through Selamaus without a struggle.
The mission of these forces was then chenged and operations were to con-
verge upon Sslemeus, & ]ﬁay enemy bese in that aree of New Guimee. (22)

Prior to the erxrivel of the 162nd RCT at Morobe, an extensive air
end ground reconneissence hed been made in and eround Selemeue by Lieuten-
ent Rod Orange end a couple of native _trachars. Lieutensnt Orange remainad
out on this reconneissence for che month and brought dack detailed and
thorough information of the enemy in this sector. Hs reported that Sale-
meus was seething with the “Sons of Hesven®™. (23} It muet ba noted here
that 11ttle if eny informetion exists regerding the identity of the enemy
units occupying Lee and Selemeuas, though it is definitely known that
certein elements of the 18th Japanege Army snd the Imperisl Msrines per-
ticipeted in that cempeign. (24)

The dete for the MscEKechnie Foree to execute its lending at Nessem
Bay was set for the night 29-30 June. PFinel cocrdinstion was achisved
with the 2nd and 3rd Battalions who were to follow the lst Battelion, et
8 later dete due to the shortsge of landing eraft, in their movement to

(20) A-5, p, 208; {(21) &-7, p. 9; (22) A-7, p. 9; (22) A-5, p. 51;
(24) A-5, p. 65; Personsl knowledge. ,




Hassat; Bay. (25) (See Mep C)

On the night 29-30 June the MacKechnie Force left Morobe for Nasseu
Bay aboard lending craft, in waves which were to follow eech other at
twenty-minute intervals. In eddition to torrents of rein on an extremsly
black night, e heavy surf wes pounding on the beach of Nmsgau Bay. The
Tesulting poor visibility mede it impossible to see the wake of the pre-

ceding wave moving into the landing area. Confusion immediately ensued,

' Of the original 32 landing craft that departed from Morobe that night,

only 22 errived et Nessau; the others becoming lost enroute and some delay-
ing their landing as mmeh as seversl days. Of thes 22 that 4id get ashore,
18 were besched high and dry and in most cases destragyed by the sea, This
destruction constituted & severe shortege in the slready scenty supply of
these boats which prevented the prompt errival of tha:- 3rd Battelion. (25)
The few boats remaining intact reformsd and with two PT boats =5 escorts,
returned to Morobe to trensport the 3rd Battalion to the lending beach.
During the following dey the lat Batimlion reorgenized, set up a porimeter
defense from which they repuised minor counterattacks, and mede prepareiions

for movement inlend towsrd Mubo. (27)

THE BATTALION SITUATICN

The 3rd Battalion, commanded by Major (later Lieutenant Colonel)
Archibeld Roosevelt, son of the lete President Theodore Roosevelt, followed
the lst Battalién's landing et Nassau Bay - erriving there 6 July 1943, (28)
This bettelion was actuslly a battalion in neme only es melaris, typhus,
dermetitis, and other dlsesses, contracted during the previous five months
spent in New Guines, had taken their toll and hed reduced the battalion to
two-thirds of its originsl strength, The personnsl remaining in this
battelion hed, elmost without exception, at one time or another, hed cases

(25) A-7, pe 5; (26) A7, p. 5; (27) A-5, p. 53; (28) A~5, p. 61,
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of malaris which produced a continually weskening effect. It wes 2 some-
whet physicelly unfit and understrengthed battalion which mede preparstion
for further military operetions toward Salsmsua. (29)

After the battalion hed landed, the force commsnder briefed the

.-~ ,battelion commander on the locel situation snd 1ssued orders to establish
v |

R
e a "/’ E:»‘;'LVE perimstor defense at Nasseu Bay and to send patrols inland asnd es far
?‘.‘. ..'L -’r: .
tesl’ ,»* north es Sslus Leke,
’;'ylﬁ.}

THE COMPANY MISSION

| Company K was given the mission of ‘p!ltrolling to the north in search
of Japanese deleying positions, blvousc aress which hed been reported by
the nstives es existing, possible Jepanese supply routes inland, as well as
to flush out strey ememy from the Buma fight who were wandering inm the
Jungles stealing wimt food they could get. The remainder of the battelion
remeined at Nasseu Bay to develop the beachhesd. (30)

Attached to Company K was a platoon of the Pepuan Infantry Battalion
(hereafter refsrred to ss PIB) who would essist the company on their patral
miesion, This PIB unit was composed of netives, chiefly from the terri-
tory of Pepus, New Guines., Their selection wss dstermined dy their physi-
cal endureance end their willingness to serve. The unit was treined es a
militery organizetion dy the __Australian govermment and were commanded,
down to the platoon, by Australisn officers end non-commissioned efficers.
Their femilisrity with the peoulierities of the jungle and thelir knowledge
of this ares made them of inestimsble value to the Allied conduct of jungle
warfare, (%)

The minimum equipment required for sustained combat in jungle warfare
was carried on the backs of each man. This equipment, stowed in a specisl
jungle pack, lerger then the regulsr field pack, consisted of the following

{29) (20) (3L) Personsl kmowledge.
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items: ‘lleas equipment, rations and cigarettes, 1 to 2 rounds of mortar
emmunition for the 60mm mortars, or mﬁchim gun smmunition, peuncho whiech
doubled es a blanket, s shelter tent, rein coat, litter, or foxhole cover,
and sheving kite (the use of which was ordered daily to check the ever-
threatening skin ‘d:lseasas}. The uniform wes & pair of ceoverells, slways
wet fram rain end verspiration, e rat'ig:uQ cap and foot gear. Additional
¢lothsa supply was not evailable., In addition to the mechets and entrench-
ing toel, = helmet, used primarily for washing and cooking, wes carried on
the outside of the pack. Two canteens wers usuvally carried on the ocert-
ridge belt in addition to s jungle first aid kit, This pecket contained
2 tube of halizone tablets for water purification, quinine teblets teken
daily for melaris, aspirin end egods tabletz for indigestion, wound dres-
aings, and one-fourth grain morphine syrettes. In eddition, certain
gelected men of eech pletoon cerried a blood plesme unit, The aversge
weight carried by each mer would range from 50 to 60 pounds. This equip-
ment was slways with the soldler in attack or defemse. (32)

Equipped in this msnner and moving in single file slong the beach
treck and preceded by a smmll patrol of Americans and PIB men, the
compeny begen its patrol mission to the north. (3%3) (See Map C)

The lesding platoon located e deserted enamy bivouae which had been
used just prior to the battalionts occupation of the ares, but nothing
remeined to disclose the ideﬁtity of the unit, The company moved still
farther to the north, crossed the Bitoi River and Salus Leke was epproached
with still no large Jepenese :torc§ encountered, except for ﬁn occasionel
eniper. At Salus Leke thp company commapder helted the company end dis-~
patched patrols coneisting of six to ten men forwerd to detemina‘enamy
amctivity to the front snd flsnks, The patrols repcrted that the enemy
hed recently beeh in the srea to our imédiate front as evidence of fresh

(22) Personal experience; {33) Fersonal experience as the patrol leader.
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humen excrete, indiceting dierrhee in the unit, was to be found along
the track over which the company was to advence., With these indications
of enemy in the srem, a plen wes conceived to ssnd two PIB men forwerd,
dieguised es natives - a simple matter of merely changing their regula-
tion khaki shorts and their rifle for the mative attire of a girdle ama
Tish speer - to attempt to locate the bivouse of this Japenese force. (34)
This pestrol succeeded in moving ss fer es Bolsi villege, located on
Tembu Rey approxzimately lb miles south of Salemaua, and upon their return
they reported, by use of pldgin english 2nd sign langusge, the presence
of approximetely 250 of the enemy encamped in thet village., Patrols such
as this, performed by native PIB men, were made not without a great desl of
trepidation by them, as detection of their guise meant harsh or sudden
death, (25)

*At dusk of the same evening three bedraggled natives epproached eslong
the besch track end into the company perimeter, They were immediately
stopped end interrogsted by the Austrelisn Sergesnt who commanded the
PIB platobn attached to the eompeny. In an attempt to gain their fevor
they were supplied with a fesst of “C" retions, the only food avellsble
et that time and dcnated by the men oi" the company. They imperted the
informetion thet the Japsnese at Tembu Bey had "big, black tubes on wheels";
to our force thet meent artillery. They were unsble or unwilling tc give
ug eny definite strength. After this slight informetion they let it be
known thet they preferred the enemy food to ours and wished to ntn:én to
the Jepanese lines, It was, o:_l‘ course, obvious that they would be egually
willing to give informetion to the Japenese regarding the attacking forces,
but with no authority to detain them, they must be permitted free movement
a8 tﬁey desired., However, es soon &5 the natives cleered the ¢ompany
rerimeter, three PIB men departed in the same direction end the eventual
errival of the natives back to the Japanese lines at Tembu Bey remains

doubtful. (36) |
(34) Persomsl experience; (35) Personsl knowledge; (36) Personal knowledge.
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‘The informstlon received from the netive informsnt of enemy .artillery
in the area wme relsyed to the battelion commender, who wes at Nassau Bey,
via messenger. The messenger returned with orders to "hold up® 3 miles
south of Bolsi villege pending srrivel of the remeinder of the battelion. (37)

It wes known thet Tembu Bay was bounded on three sldes by very steep
end precipitous ridges which formed & natursl bowl, The ridge to the north
and extending east and west formed the most southern defenses of Selemaus,
This ridge wee later named Roosevelt Ridge, in honor of the bettelion
commander, (38) On the left flank, extending to the north end eppeering
to join Roosevelt Rldge, ‘waes en even higher ridge which wes known ag Scout
Ridge. To the eoutk of 'I'am’bu By wesg one of the few excepticns to this
mounteinous and hesvily-forested terrain - e beld ridge covered with short
Euni gress - which prevented unobserved movement into the Tambu Bay ares.
(See Map D apd E)

The otber units of the bettelion arrived on 18 July. The battslicn
| coemander assembled hie steff end compeny commendsrs snd presented his
plen of attack; an adfance to the top of the high ridges sround Tambu Bay
where the émnv wag suspected to be dug in, in strength, and thereby
comple ting the occupetion of Tembu Bay.

Teing the pelm of his left hand as & map and the first three fingers of
his Tight hand to represedt the rifle compenies, the battslion commsnder
issued his order: (39) oOn 19 July, Compeany I, guided by e petrol of FIB men,
would precede the battelion by one dey and circle, by meens of a secret
treil to the west, to the top of Scout Ridge. (The report of the existence
of this secret trail leter proved to be erroneous, and as a result of the
rugged terrsin encountered, two days were required for the merch. The end
of the first day of this forced march found the compeny without rationes and
meny of the men's shoes were made unservicesble.) Upon reaching the top of
(37} Personal knowledge; (38) A~5, pe 61; Personal experisnce; (39) Personel

Imowledge
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treining and somewhet inactive for many months. They also knew that they
were preraring to meet en adversary that would fight to the death with
ruthless determination. With this thought in mind they set sbout masking
their last mimute preperations for the attack. (4l)

On 19 July Company I, with one heavy machine gun platoon attached,

f left the perimster. An EE-8 telephone end W110 wire afforded the only

My

means of communication with bettalion. A4s Company I disappesred into the
Jungle, the company commender of Company K dispatched a patrol toward
Boisi village with the mission of locating eny prepered dafenses in and
ercund the village. This patrol, returning several hours later, reported
that an emeny outpost had been observed mstride the beach track, about
200 yerds south of Boisi village. This enemy outpost consisted of a
machine gun end four men. It was apparent to the ccompany commander that
the destruction of this outpost mmust be accomplished before the fipal
assavlt on the villege could be launched. It could, at the sams time, de
Iresumed that the villege would be well-fortified. The platoon leader of
the PIB platoon wes advised of the situation and ask;d to furnish the
necesssry men to accompany & patrol to eliminate the exlsting obstacle on
the route of attack, _

On the morning of 20 July Company X moved into the a_ttack. The ﬁatrol,
deslgnated to knock out the emsmy outpost, moved out aheasd of the company
and soon dlssppesred around a bend in the track., A4 short time later e few
rifle ghote were heard and then the silence of the jungle egain encompassed
the company as they moved slong the track in single file. Having knocked
out the enemy outpost, the ﬁatrol réll into the ccompeny column as 1t pmseed
by. (42)

Fear the villege the vegetation becams less dense. As the leading
pletoon entered the villege they deployed and moved more c¢autiously. ‘mn

(41) Personal knowledge; (42) Personal experience.
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quickly entered the hute and, surprisingly, finding them to be vecant,
rejoined their pletoon. The leading pletoor had just passed through the
villege when e heavy barrage of mortar end artillery fire, from the ridges,
foll into the village end slong the file of the company which was still
coming up the treck. The Command Group of Compeny Headquarters, who had
been following the leading platoon, was csught in the villege when the
eremy fire fell, The firat rounds caught the men in a standing position,
inflicting many cesueltles before cover could be found, Some men began o
dig in; others, temporarily frightemed, started to withdrew back dcwn the
track over which they hed advenced. The instenteneous sction of the non-
commissioned officers promptly restored order within the company. (43)
Artillery fire was cslled for but prier te this céll, an artillery cobserver
stetioned on the high ground to the reer, had seen the flashed of snemy
artillery end hed already czlled for counter-battery fire. In a very few
minutes the ensmy artillery was silenced; later it was found that these
artillery pieces had been destroyed. Morier rounds gtill fell intermitien-
tly in end arouvnd the eres but resulted in no casuelties. (44)

Word was releyed from mouth to mouth to the platoon leader of the
support pletoon to come forward to the villege., The platoon leader, upen
arriving at the villege, found that the company ccammender, Caeptain Lovell,
end the executive officer, Lieutenant Dorrigen, who had been with the
Compeny Headquerters, hed both been seriously wounded end required immediate
‘ eva-euation, es well eas several others on whom the aid men wers woerking. (45)
The pletoon lesder, hereafter referred to es the company commanier, immedi-
ately reorganized the compeny, moved them through the villege and estedlished
a2 perimster. A survey of thz company revesled that seversl non-commissioned
officers had been either killed or wounded, thereby requiring a reassign- |
ment of non-commissionsd officers slso, (46)

(43) Eye-witness eccount; (44) Rye-witness account; {45) Eye-witnese account;

(46) Bye-witnese account.
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The ¢company cMWr contacted the battalion commender by telephons
end reported the company situetiocn and that the company was formed in e
rerimeter defense at the bese of the ridge. The battelion commander ordered
the company to remein in 1ts present position as the remsinder of the battal-
ion would assemble in thet area. (47) As afternoon wae ending, the men
msds preperetion for the night. Between 1630 and 1800 hours a psculiar
custom wae executed by both the ensmy end Allied forees in this type war-
fere; =all fighting ceased as 1if by. previous agreement, Upon cessation of
combat, the men dug foxholes, put out booby treps and individually prepered
their own meels which consisted merely of cold “C" retions. Fires wsre
not utilized at this time due to the shortsge of ﬁatches, the difficulty
of starting them in this demp climate, and, s well, the early belief
that they would atitrect enemy petrols who were not prons to attack a posi-
tion efter derk, (48)

Seversl hours later Compeany I, who hed been unahle to locate the non-
existent secret treil or to fulfill their mission, moved into the perimeter.
Company L, who hed likewise been uneble to fulfill their mission es & result
of the hesvy vegetation encountered, arrived st the perimeter by use of an
o0ld treil which they hed acecidently discovered. Thus the battalion wes
reformed for the night. (49) (See Mep E)

On the morning of 21.Iuly the bettalion commender issued orders for
the atteck on Roosevelt Ridge north of Tembu Bey.

This ridge presented e formidebles objective, rising abruptly from the
see to & height of epproximately 1500 feet, only 2500 ysrds inlend from the
sen. The ridge was covered with e heavy caerpet of twining jungle growth and
consisted of steep revines end spur ridges lesding to the top. With the
purpose of argemizing the top of the ridge for tbe defense of Tembu Bey,
Compeny K would eesseulf and secure the esstern extremity of the ridge snd

(47) Personel knowledge; {(48) Perscnal knowledge; {49} Personel knowledge.
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Company L iould secure the western exiremity; Company I would remein in
ths perimster a2 batitalion reserve. (50)

Compeny K moved out of the battél ion perimeter vis the beach track
which parslleled the base of the ridge, The company had moved esveral
hunired yards dcwn the besch track when the company commander sew whet
appeaTed to be two spur ridges separated by m deep ravine extending down
from the main ridge. A hasty -reconnaissance of this area revesled thet
these spur ridges presented the most likely avenue of approash to the top.
The compeny ¢ommandsr deployed the compeny. 4s the second platoon was
commanded by a Lleutenant, this platoon, reinforced with e light machine
gun squad, was given ordsrs to move up the right spur a>nd at the same
time make =n attempt to keep abresst of the remainder of the combamf.
Moving forwerd in single file.. the company tediously thresded their way
up the left epur, In many pleces enroute the men of the ¢ompany were
compelled to move inmch by inch, hend over hand, from vine to vine - advanc-
ing over what et times seemsd to be insurmountable obstecles. Meny yards
were covered without meking setusl contect with the ground. The determin-
ation end persisteﬁce of the men was commendeble. (51) (See Mep E)

Shortly after ncon, two PIP men precsding the company, signalled the
company commender forward snd indiceted that the top of the ridge was 30
yards aheed and that e Japanese outpost was entrenched estride the spur
ridge on which the company was moving, .The company commander deployed the
company by ordering the platoon sergeant of the leading pletoon to move
one squad %o the right and ome sqgad tc the left. 2s the lesding elements
rushed the top, the epamy occupying thie position on the ridge were taken
completsly by surprise, which wes indicated by their fleeing in ell direc-
tions as the first Allied fire fell, This stete of enmemy confusion was,
however, of short durstion as tl;e snemy support elements imadiately

(50) Personel knowledge; (51) Eye-witness eccount.
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retel1sted with machins gun fire which beceme incressingly intense, forc-
ing the platoon to take cover. As the remsinder of the ¢ompeny resched the
top they moved into e semi-circuler position end begen return fire at the
enemy who were then dispersed to our right on still higher ground. The
enemy, from well-entrenched poeitions, executed e mlontlués dofense with
steadily ineressing rifle, mschine gun, snd mortar fire, The extremely
heavy volume of enemy fire prevented the men from digging in positions. (52)

Somewhere behind the Jepanese line.s a bugle sounded clesr and loud.

The typicelly Americen wit, no matter what the sericusness of the situation,
Prompted several of the men of the company to meke remsrks such eas "pey call®
and "moes call™ etce The bugle call, as soon beceme apparent, wes the sig-
pal for e counterettack end the little yellow men could be observed meving
into position. (53) 1% was at this time thet the compeny commender csalled
for his forward artillery observer but was informed by the ls¢ Sergeent,
Joseph Briskey, that he hsd not arrived st the top and his wheresbouts wes
uniknown. The artillery lisison officer at battalion was contected by tele-
phone, the only mesns of commmunication, aﬁd was informed thet the company
commender would direct artillery fire in the absence of the forward ertil-
lery observer., This plen was immedistely epproved end the company commendsr
wes given direct commnication with the Tiring battery. 4 smattering of
artillery ROTC in College served the company commender well, The artillery
fire placed into the known ememy positions healted the counterattack. {54)

A messenger was gent to contact the platoon, supposedly advencing on
the right spur, with a message to ettack the eremy's flank. TUpon his return
he reported that the platoon could not be located. (55)

A phone call from the battelion S-3 informed the company commendsr that
Company L had been unsble to gain the top of the ridge in their sector end,
heving suffered numerous caguelties, were foarced to ebendon their mission,.
The ocompeny commander esked 1f Company I could be semt to the top using the
(52) Eye-witness sccount; (5%) Personsl experience; (54) Personsl experience;

(55) Personsl experience.
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treil thet hed been carved by Compeny K, as thers appeared to be e
poseibility of holding the ground with reinforcements. This request
was refused by battelion end the 8«3 advised ageinst sacrificing the
compery to hold the ridge as night was approsching emd Compsny I would
be unsble to resch them.

The company commender reslized thet it would be imposeible to hold
this position with his ﬁeagar force as the eneziy hed been observed on the
flanks emnd to thq rears As the position was btecoming untenable the com-
pany was ordered to retura to ti:e bottom of the ridge, neceszsitating the
cerrying of the wounded back down the treachercus trail. (56)

As ths compeny arrived at the bottom of the ridge they were met by
the 2nd Plstoon. The platoon leader, upon being questioned regerding his
failure to attein the top of the ridge, stated thet they had lost contect
with the compeny due to the denme folisge end when they hserd the firing,
their position wes not such that they could offer assistance. Thererore; '
they returned to the bottom of the ridge. (57) |

The night of 21 July found the compeny back in its previous position
at Tembu Bey, The Japsnese were heard singing on the hill and giving the
Americsn equiﬁl ent of "cat calls™; epperently a serenade to the departed

company. (58) Lo e R

H
During the periocd from 22 July wuguat Compeany K, from positions

at Tambu Bey, made mmaroué unsucoessful attempts to- seize poeitions on
Roosevelt Ridge. Due to the low strength of the compeny, caused by sub-

sequent combat, it beceams necessary to utilize every member, including

- cooks emnd supply personnel, on perimeter defense and combat patrols.

During one such combet patrel activity a patrol, consisting entirely of
cooks, weres pinpned down by hesvy enemy mechine gun fire., The patrol leader,
e 12t Cook, worked his wey forward towerd the Japanese position end, whan

(56) Personel experience; (57) Personsl experience; (58) Actusl experience.
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within grenade distence, sssaulted the position single-hended and elimin.
ated it;r thereby enabling his patrol tc complete their mission, BHe wes
later awerded the silver ster for his heroic sction, (59)

It vecame imperative, when the pres'ent comitted strength was unsue-
cessful in occupying Roosevelt Ridge, to employ additionsl force. Conse -
quently, the 2nd Battelion was committed to the campeign end errived st
Temibu Bay by lending craft 29 July. Because the men of the 2nd Battelion
weTe in better physicsl condition and the battalion was higher in strength,
this battalion was, in turn, ordered to the mission of attacking Roosevelt
Ridge. (60)

‘During this gsme periocd from_ 2_27Julyto]: August, Compenies T and [,
hsd been patrolling to the west on verious trails in an sttempt to acguire
positions on Roosevelt Ridge. On one such mission a treil was found,
unoccupied by eremy, which wound to the top of Scout Rid@; and there mads
Junction with the long north-south trail on the dome of the ridge. Through
use of thilg trail they advenced to the top of the ridge to the Jjunction of
the two trails., It wes not uncommon to fight for seversl weeks for the
possession of & trell junction, since these treils gemerelly provided the
only evenus of communication, supply end evecuation in the Jungle. (61)

Advancing in both directions on this north-south trail, the companies
encountered stubborn enemy resistence along each route. To the north, but
short of the supposed junction of Seout Ridge and Roosevelt Ridge, Compeny
I encountered = vary firm ensmy position employing mountein artillery.
Compeny L moved to the mssistance of Company I and took up a defensive
position at rthis roint of contact. (62)

After several daye of unsuccessful attempts to overrun this enremy
position, Company I was relieved by Compeny K who had previously been re-
lieved from the Roosevel:t Ridge mission by the 2nd Battalion.‘ {63)

(59) Personel experience; (60) A~5, p. 62; (61} Personal knowledge;

(62) A=5, p. 61; (63) Personal experisnce.
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During thisﬁ_s_ame two-week period, on 16 August, the 2nd Battalion

made a coordinated attack on Roosevelt Ridge which wes preceded by the

| fires of scoves of guns - 75mm Howitzers, Austrelian 25-pounders, light

- ! .
o |and heavy mechine guns, and 8lmm morters end, in sddition, ellied bombers
'\;:_.l. ¢ {etrefed and bombed the dome of the ridge. The 2nd Bettalion's coordinated

| atteck on Roosevelt Ridge completely battered end stunned the enemy and

¥

|gave the Allies control of the eastern portion of the ridge. (64)

¢
W

Concurrently, Company I who hed been in the battélion area, hed gained
a position on the western portion of Roosevelt Ridge at the supposed junetion
of the ridges and wag also encountering fierce enemy opposition; they were
forced to dig in and hold the position they haed attained. From the Company
I perimeter, Compeny L on Scout Ridge could be cbserved several hundred
yards west but, ironmically, the two compenies weTe separated by a deep
ravine which disproved the ‘bel_:ler thet Roosevelt Ridge and Scout Ridge were
joined. This fact eliminated the possibility of the joining of either compsny
or the battalion for the esssult down Scout Ridge and into Selameua. (65)

Company K, from their position adjacent to Compsny I poeition on

\*’A"L?.?tc-‘-""": Scout Ridge, was elso engeged 1in combat with the epewy. _Many unsuccessful

e e

1:‘ attempts were mede to penetrate the ensmy defenses which were estimeted to
be & battalion in strength. Due to the narrowness of the ridge, which
barely exceeded 35 feet st its widest portion, it was in@oasible to meke
an attack with sufficient strength to overcome this enemy position. Attacks
on the flank of the ememy proved equally ineffective as the epproach to
the enemy positions wes up & very steep end heavily-vegetated plece of
ground - sgein limiting the frontage of the attacking unit. Due to these
unsuccessful ettempts by Compeny K, 1t was deemed esdvieaeble, by the battel-
ion commender, to releese Compeny K from the Compeny L position end attach
this unit to Compeny I whose position presented a terrsin festure upon

(64) A-5, p. 63; (65) Personel kmowledge.

23



which, possibly, a successful ettack could be leunched, (66)

Company E, upon joining Company I, was s ¢ompany in name only, The
compeny strength wes less than 30 men and officers, (67) The casualties
resulting from enemy ection were much less than those inflicted by nature,
such as malaria, ringworm, hockworm, typhus, ekin diseasss and the con-
tinually deteriorating physical con&ition of the men, The possibility
of absorbing Company K intc Company I wes considered but it was decided
thet, rather then lose the identity of the company - a faector severely
effecting morele - Company K would opsrate as e pairol company. (68)

Company K, ecting in this capecity, was ordered to: (a) probs the
fleaxke and rear of this ememy force, which was retarding the progress of
Compeny I, in en effort to determine any chenges in his battle positions
and (b) assist Company I in the defense of their perimeter.

A normel day's activitiee for this pafrol compeny would ’I;egin at day-
bresk with the dispatehing of patrols, precedsd by $wo FIB men, to the
enemy's flanks, Onh one such patrol the lesd scout, a PIB man, signsled
that en smbush was just aheed of the patrol. This report was dispelled by
the petrol leader es he was familiesr with this terrsin end felt that the
presence of this smbush wes a definite imppssibility. He ordered the
patrol forward egein, The result was dissstrous; when the patrol moved
into the embush, they were met with a hail of fire from grenades, machine
guns, and Tifle fire. The petrol esceped the smbush, preceded lty the FIB
men who, upon reporting to the company area, had 103 wounds over his entire
body. 4An emusing imcident developed, howsver, during the evacuation of
this men. The d=ily supply train, mede up of natives, hed ascended the
ridge, @ four-hour merch, with supplies and water. On their return trip
they ususlly carried the wounded of thet day. However, dus to tribel
fueding, the PIB men refused to be carried by the supply train natives;
(66) Perscnsl experience; (67) A-5, p. 66; Personel experience; (68) Pers-

olial experience.
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they, in turn, refused to cerry him. After much quibbling snd bickering
back end forth 1t was decided %o form a carrying teem consisting of other
FIB men end Amoricen scldiers to evacuats this litter case. (69)

On another such maneuver the petrol loceted a water hole which was @
scarce and much-prized item; a peeculilar phencmenon in a lend of sconstant -
rein, A pack train of natives made daily trips to supply the unit with e
minimum emount for drinking end cooking. Therefore, it was decided %o
improve the water hole and with American ingenuity born of necessity, a
nice, clear, clean pool was developed. After the first few trips to the
water point, the two-toed shosprints of several Japansse were di.seove-red
on a trail leading to thies point from the other direction btut never a
glimpse of the Jspenese himself, For two or more weel;s thig water point
was utilized by both the enemy end ourselves without a casuelty resulting. (70)

Continuous asgsults by the 2nd Bettalion from the ares of Dot Inlet
and constent haressing by companies of the Zrd Battalion from positions on
Scout Ridge end Roosevelt Ridgs, forced the ememy to withiraw from its
positions in front of Company L on Seout Ridgs end Company I on Roosevelt
Ridge, bringing to a conclusion a stetic defense which bad existed for 30
dayse (71) The following morning Compenies I end K moved into the Japensee
position and, ﬁndingvit Yo be deserted, followsd closely on the heels of
the enemy and agein msde contact with him several hundred yards down the
ridge. Thie proved to be merely a delaying position. (72) (See Mep E)

It must be noted that artillery and mortars played & msjor roll in
the successful conclusion of this campaign. Fi'ontal attacks wers avoided
end the nature of the terrain precluded attacks by units larger then a
pletoon. Throughout the ection, several principles of attack were mmin-
tained by the Allisg; "maintain constent preassure in front of the enemy
position; pound the enemy with moriars and ertillery; petrol constantly
(69) Personal kmowledge; {70) Personel kmowledge; (71) A-5, p. 65;

Personsl knowledge; (72) Personal experience.
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where the enemy lines are weak; seizs a position in the enemy's wesk spot
with sufficlient force to repel the imeviteble ecountermitacks; follow up
vigorously the resultant weakening or withdrewal.® (73) The success of
these prineciples is clesarly exemplified by the figures of 2,045 Japanese
killed sgainst a loss of 102 men by the 162nd Infantry. The Japenese
paid at & rate of better tham 20 to 1 in this fight, (74)

' In airest contrast to the Allied principles of mtteck, the Australians,
who had been fighting inland, were fighting an entirely dirfémnt type
campeign; overcoming stubborn resistance by sheer force of man power, In
one instance, Austrelien Infentrymen, who lecked immediste artillery suppert,
Tushed en enemy pillbox conteining 20 Japanese, which resulted in a loss of
250 “Ausaies" before the position was overrun. (75)

‘company K was ordered, by the bdattalion commsnder, to move from this

doyt-< ,
position to the hattglion rest area at u Bay. On 8-9 September while

LSS

in the rest aree, the compeny received a few replacements, consisting of

men who had previously been evacuated as casusltie=z from the conpeny and
then returned upon approvel from the hospital. One such replacement ceme
in with a wound on his leg thet was far from being hesled. During the
entire campeign this was the only method of replacement utilized. (76)
With the errivsl of the replacements came the rumor that had persisted
throughout the entire campaign. "The 186th Infantry wes moving to Tembu
Bay to relieve or asszist the 162nd RCT in the final capture of Selsmaus.®
This was stric;tly rumor as the 186th Infantry remeined mt Buna and Milne

Bay ss Division reserve throughout the entire operation. (77)

(73) A5, ps 673 A-7, p. 10; (74) A-7, p. 10; (75) A-5, pe 67; (76) A=5,
pe 66; (77) Personal knowledge.
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THE FINAL ASSAULT ON SALAMAUA

¢n 10 September Company K, from Boisi Villege, followed by Company I,
from their positions on Scout Ridge, moved via the beach track to the
Frencisco River which formed the southern boundary of Salemeus, Cempeny
K moved with greet spesed through seversl ebandoned Japenese perimeters,
meeting snd overcoming only slight ememy resistance, and errived on the
banks of the Franeisco River 11 September 1943, (78)

On the following dey, 12 September, the three infantry battalioﬁs_ of
the 162nd RCT were poised at the mouth of the Francisco River esnd preparsd
for the final éssault on Salsmeua. Intense enemy artillery fire, the prev-
ious dey, gave indication thet s furious fight wee to ensue, To the 3rd
Battalion fell the mission of leading the sssault acroés the river and into
the built-up erea, to be followed by the 2nd Battelion; the 1lst Bsttalion
remsining in their present position ms regimentel reserve.

The Australien 3rd Division wes in like position, to the west end e
few miles up the Franeisco River. As dsy dewned, the 3rd Battalion forded
the river but the ettack was short lived as no epemy resistance wes encoun-
tered, a fact which hss remained somewhet of e mystery. To the west snd
porth, the Austraslians could be seen coming in from the vicinity of the

eir field., Aallied troops poured into Selamsue - & pesceful, serene village

in deys prior to the war, now & filthy, rat-infested pile of rubble. {79)

(See Mep D)

In selecting a position for & CP, ae emeny sircraft was still active
over the areas, the company commender of Compeny K located s well-covered
pillbox. On entering the pillbox, he found it to be harboring onme of its
former occupants, & member of the Jepanese Imperiel Merines, who was immedi-
ately teken prisoner - ome of only six teken during the entire campaign. (80)
(78) A-5, p. 65; Fersonal experience;. {79) Eya-witns.sa gccount; (80) A-5,

p. 66; Personally captured.
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This concluded & cempeign that had started 76 days previously when
the lst Battalion laended at Nessau Bay - oue of the longest sleges of
susteined combat in the Pacific area,

General MacArthur highly praised the gellsnt 162nd Infentry, and in
specisl orders of the 3=y, directed to both Amsricen and Kustrallen forces,
Lieutenant General Sir Edmund Herring, in commend of the New Guinea Force
which directed the cempaign said: “The capture of Salamsua marks the end
of a campeign of seven months duration. It has been s campalign of very
greet importance to the Allied ceuse in the Soutlwest Pacific. You have
ell done a magnificent job, have out-fought the Japs and heve triumphed

in spite of the difficult terrsin snd trying conditioms," (&1)

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

i K7

An snelysis or criticism of thama_;gnoi,:b:a 3rd Battslion must
take cognizence of the fect thet this operation wes Genersl Eaclrthur 's
first direct opposition to the Japenese. This offensive was conducﬁed in
the yeari 1947 gpd_rprior_to this time there had been too little emphesis
placed on thbe stratagy ":31' jungle warfere. Supplies, equirment, and man
power were &t e premium and 'no airforce wes reedy to operate, in strength,
in this ares,
‘/The low strength snd poor physicsl condition under which the men of
the 3rd Battalion undertook this mission left & mergin of doubt as to its
successful conclusion. It is felt that, previouns to the regiment's
coﬁm‘itmant at Nessau Bey, the strength of the entire command should have
been insreased through replscements from the 186th Regiment, who Temeined
st Buns as diviesion reserve, throughout the entire campaign. Replecements
which tha.cmnpany did‘reoeive were men releamsed from the hospitals and at

times, before they were in s fit condition to return to combat, thus meking

(e1) A-5, p. 68,
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it necegesery to place them in the least strenuous positions.

v The bettelion commander's fhod of presentetion and facte of the
orders for tha attaék cn Tambu Bsy were jnadequate and somewhst insccurets.
No prior reconnsissence had been made in the area of the "secret trailv,
the existence of which was never determined. As this monograph relates,
Compsny I merely beat the brusr? for two deys end the search resulted only
in iperesesed fetigue of the men. In eddition, Company L also was ordered
to meke use of & supposedly existing trail, however, their search did '
prove more frultful then that of Compeny I. On the other hend, the route
of the atteck on Roosevelt Ridge, teken by Compeny K, wes selected only
aefter prior and thorough reconnaissence had been mede of every other possidle
route of attack.

v 'rha attack on Roosevelt Ridge, with two squads ebreest from s column
formation,did not provide sufficient fire power and shock sction to over-
come the enamy or to drive s wedge into his positions. Hed more time been
expended in building up s strong bese of fire for a maneuvering elemsnt,
the initisl atteck of Company K on Roosevelt Ridge might heve been successful.

Much credit 1s due the men of the battalion for their dstermined efforts
~end their stemine, when faced with nearly insufferable living and fighting
conditions, end their mestery of the nearly impessable terrain over which
they fought. —

’The rletoon leeder who failed to accamplish his mission of- ascending
the right spur, cencelled eny possidble chence of holding e perimeter on
the dome of the ridge. The completion of that mlssion would have placed
the platoor in a position to fire into tbe flenk of the ememy; thereby
greatly enhencing the compeny‘'s c_heme to dig in.

"V The edviee given by the battelion S-3, that of not secrificing the

compsny to bold the ridge, was very sound. However, et the time, considering

29



the hardships endured to reach the dome of the ridge, it wes received
somewhat questioningly., Cereful esmelysis of the order mede it spperent
thet the battalion S«3 had displayed commendable forethought, in that
reinforcements could not reech the compeny until the following day, at
which time the position would heve ‘beien mede untsnable by eremy aetio;.

-/ The bugle cell, evidently e signsl of some sort (probebly etteck)
ard used quite frequesntly by the Japerese, though scwewhst of a devietion
from genseral bsttle procedurgs, was a psculierly effective sound to be
heard above the common din of battle, It not only had the conseguence of
letting the opposing force know that he wes meeting a well-orgenized enemy
but elso produced e demoralizing influence on this seme oppoelng force.

v As has elready been stated, a lerger percentege of easﬁaltiss resul ted
Irom diseese and 1llness: than resulted fram enemy action., It weas perceptible,
from ¢ ime to time, thet some few of the "hoepitel casualties™ could have
been prevented had the mem practiced soﬂ of the advised precautions to
be teken sgainst disessesz peculier to the jungle. Few men took seriously
the fect that some of the Jungle contracted diseases remesined with them
end affected their heslth meny years after the j'dnglé had been left behind.

" The complexity of supply, cammunication, end evacuation, which will
elways remein one of the most diffieunlt problems of jungle werfare, greatly
encumbered the activities of the battalion. Many of the "niceties®™ of combet,
~such as clean clothing, shoes, and food, were excluded m.order thet indis-
pensable supplies, s.mh ag emmunition and water, could be pushed forward.

o In consider_ing the final sueﬁess of this operation, much credit must
be given to the ettached PIB units. Their knowledge of the jungle trails,
the netives, and other peculiarities of New Guinea, imparted to e unit with
no previous experience in the jungle, lent invelusble sssistence and guid-
snce to the bettelion.

The failure of the ertillery forwerd observer to stay with the compeny

might heve resulted in disaster. This fact is indicative thet en artillery
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forward observer should be carefully selected and imbued with the
importance of his mission.

. The battelion would have profited through the capture of a larger
number of priscners and from the probeble informetion geined from them,.
In the course of this cempaign meny opportunities arcse in which prisocners
could have been teken, however, due to the understrength of the battalion
and the dirffieulties involved in sending them beck over the rugsed terrain
and thick undergrowth, they were s imply eiiminated. It 1s felt that,
t&mh the use of more detailed enemy information, the campaign could
have been shortenped. |

Finally, the cempaign deserves all the praise given to it by Genersl
M=cArthur, for, by sheer tenaeity of purpose, this sickly, helf-starved,
RCT accomplished their mission over some of the most rugged terrain

Americen men have ever fought over,

LESSONS

¥ 1. A direct frontal sttack on a well-entrenched, orgenized position,
is a costl;— .ope.i;ation, es exemplified in the Australisn conduct of battle,
al;l ”s-hould not be employed unless 1t has first been definitely determined
that there is no other method of subjugeting the position.
o 2. Petrols are particularly valusbls and should be employed extensively
in Jungle warraija to determine loop-holes in enemy defenses and in ferreting
out supply lines. |

3. Cooks and Beadquerters personnsl should be emply treined as infan-

trymen, to enable. them to skillfully replace & squed member.

| + 4, To permit bettle to be effectuslly susteined, every infantry
officer should receive srtillery training sufficlent to enable him %o

ubsti;tute for an srtillery forward observer in the ertillery forward
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observer's absence. ipAlso, since leaders are expendeble, each infantryman
should heve knowledge of leadership, ,

8. The regulation bugle could perhaps be both sadroitly used as a
method of cont_rol of ettacks, as well as’ e medium influvencing morale,
6. Men should be proficient in prepsring their food individuslly,
for, in meny instances, in jungls fighting, the mess personnel and kitchens
ere not operative, et

7+ Much assistance cen be cbtained from the natives of g*;omtry snd
every effort should be msde to secure their good will, and then rely upen
and meke use of ths information procured from them, Gemerslly their infor-
mation is accureste, though sometimes misunderstood.

8., It 1=z somewhat profitless, no matter what the nsed, to meke
raplacenaﬁfs in s company from previous casueslties until they are, again,
iﬁ c;ﬁpletely good physical condition., Rether, it is batter to make
roplacemanta from the division reserve or with an éntiroly new unit,

9. In preference %o losing the identity of a company, which has a
tendency t; lower morele, units in battle, though greatly understrength,
can continue es an effective (f‘ightin-g unit through their use as a patrol
compeny or in other smell-scale mctivities. |

10e An errox;t should be made to teke priscners sand there éhould be,
in execution, a well-definsd plen for their disposal.

11, A reconnaissance peatrol, :_rg_ggrdloss of size, should precede the
advance of a unit when operating in new territory.

12. One of the greaﬁst single feotors in control of en operation is
infellible informetlon where posesible, and the concise lissuence of orders
desigmed to prevent confusion. (As ':I.n ‘“the csse of the lost platoon on
Roosevelt Ridge, the platoon lesder should have been told what procedure
to follow in the event contmct with the remaminder of the compeny wes 169”1_:;:}

13, Additionsl lives could be saved through the policy of allowing

infantrymen, other than the medics, to oerry blood plasme and certain mediesl
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